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Michigan Geological Survey Announcement
Dr. John M. Dunn
for Sept. 29, 2016, event
11:30 a.m.
• Good morning and welcome to Western Michigan University's Michigan
Geological Repository for Research and Education--the home since 2011 of the
Michigan Geological Survey.
• This is one of my favorite places on campus--and one that few people have an
opportunity to truly appreciate. Just look around you and you'll see a veritable
treasure chest of information about our state's resources. This important facility that
is part of our Department of Geosciences and has been a resource for this state for
decades. It is a jewel that was polished in 2011 when the Legislature so wisely made
the decision to designate the University as home to the survey. Now, the Legislature,
guided by our local delegation, has polished that jewel again.
• We're here today to talk about another legislative decision that will allow these
resources to be more fully leveraged. We are grateful to Rep. Brandt Iden, who
you'll hear from in a moment, as well as other members of the legislature here with
us today-- Sen. Margaret O'Brian, Rep. Al Pscholka and Rep. Jon Hoadley.
• The funding they were able to secure will allow us to leverage the skills and
resources of our geoscientists and better analyze and protect vital state resources in a
way that can make an enormous difference in our state's future. We're grateful to our
local legislators who championed this funding.
• We're surrounded by water and those visual cues make us think of water as our
principle natural resource to manage and protect. Water is a critical resource, but
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Michigan has so many more resources, some of which we haven't fully assessed.
That's the mission going forward of the Michigan Geologic Survey, as it maps the
subsurface of our state to clearly define, protect, manage and develop of aggregates,
oil and natural gas, salt sand minerals. Our geologists have the expertise and research
capabilities to do this work and allow our state to use its resources wisely and
become more competitive.
• Survey Director John Yellich will give you a good example of one immediate
focus of mapping that will protect the future of a local community. That's what today
is really about. The kind of capability for such protection will benefit communities
across the state, and I could not be more proud of the work our scientists are doing.
• Each of you have our deep gratitude for recognizing and supporting the potential
still to be tapped. This is indeed a great day to be a Bronco.
• Thank you.
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